innovation for SME

transnational funding opportunities for European SMEs

Newsletter

This newsletter is a means to inform SMEs, SME associations and research and technology
organisations (RTOs) about funding opportunities, calls for proposals, events and other news related to
CORNET and EraSME. Both initiatives are helping SMEs throughout Europe to acquire technological
know-how, increase their research efforts, extend their networks, better exploit research results and
bridging the gap between research and innovation.
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To establish consortia between SMEs, associations and research organisations for the 9th CORNET call
and 7th EraSME call two partnering events were organised.

The first partnering event took place on January 14
in Gy r, Hungary. It was organised by the National
Office for Research and Technology (NKTH,
Hungary) together with the local Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and attracted 34
participants who were interested in setting up a
CORNET project.

All of them were very satisfied with the results. A
national coverage radio broadcast in the morning
and a regional TV broadcasting ensured a high
awareness of the event in Hungary.




A second partnering event was held on January 20
in Maastricht, The Netherlands, organised by
SenterNovem/NL Agency in collaboration with
IWT, SPW and AiF.

About 130 participants used the opportunity to talk
to potential cooperation partners. 43 project ideas
for both CORNET and EraSME projects were
posted before the event and partly presented at
the meeting. The afternoon was dedicated to
personal meetings between participants and the
representatives of these 43 project ideas.

All project ideas and presentations of both events
are available on the CORNET website:
www.cornet-era.net.

Please contact the initiators of these project ideas if you want to receive more information on a specific
project idea or if you want to take part in the project.

Partnering events seem to be an excellent
opportunity for applicants in finding partners and
for promoting CORNET and EraSME.

Next partnering events will be organised on April
21 or 22, 2010 in Germany during the Hannover
Fair and for Austria and neighbouring countries on
May 20, 2010 in Vienna.

More information will be available on the CORNET
and EraSME websites and on www.innovation-for-
sme.eu.

Calls for proposals CORNET and EraSME

Launched in early 2010 the present calls for proposals are still open until March 31, 2010.
NEW! : The hour the call will be closed has been shifted forward to 12 am

Make use of the opportunity for your RTDI projects in a trans-national dimension and submit your project
proposals for the 9th CORNET and 7th EraSME call. It is also possible to join a project proposal initiated
by others. For this you may check the project ideas on the CORNET and EraSME websites project
building sections.

Registration for submission is mandatory and is advised to be performed well in advance of the deadline
and early in the process:

http://www.cornet-submission.net/
http://www.erasme-submission.net/

Detailed information on the calls with Guidelines for participants and all related documents are available
in the help-desk area of the respective web-portals:

9th CORNET call: www.cornet-era.net
7th EraSME call: www.era-sme.net



Policy Round Table - Berlin, January 29, 2010

Hosted by the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology, programme owners from national
and regional SME support schemes who are cooperating in CORNET and/or EraSME convened in Berlin
to discuss future perspectives with representatives from the European Commission and from EUREKA.

Successful examples from both CORNET and EraSME showcased the multiple benefits for SMEs from
this trans-national cooperation.

The round of political stakeholders ventilated the future framing conditions for instruments and measures
dedicated to the needs of SMEs in transnational cooperation across Europe. It illustrated the political
commitment towards the opportunity for the target group of SMEs to increase further their
competitiveness by trans-national cooperation in R&D projects which is of major relevance, particularly in
the current crisis.

The meeting concluded with the clear wish

K to continue programme cooperation in the scope of initiatives like EraSME and CORNET
K to continue co-operating with the EUREKA secretariat

p  for scientific and management integration, and steps towards financial integration

p  for sustained perspectives as from 2011.

Success stories CORNET / EraSME

Two success stories from CORNET and EraSME were presented at the Policy Round Table on January
29, 2010 in Berlin.

Although hotmelts are already used in lamination (glueing of textiles) use in coating applications is limited.
Goal is to make functionalised hotmelt and to coat functionalised hotmelt onto textiles.

This project started at November 1, 2008 and has a duration of 2 years.
Partners from 3 countries are involved:
- Centexbel, Belgium (coordinator)
- Dechema and ITV, Germany
- Aitex, Spain
The project budget is: 972.040 € of which 834.772 € is funded by the national/regional agencies.

The project is clearly focussed on the needs of the SMEs because the substrates to work on (textiles for
mattress ticking, protective clothing and carpet) are provided by the companies, the results they receive
are obtained on their textiles and the companies can be present during the trials on their materials.

The benefits of the project for the SMEs are that they get results of thorough investigation for which they
do not have the time or manpower and they get results of different application techniques.

A CORNET type project was chosen because of:
the possibility to bundle the efforts (each institute has his own hotmelt equipment, target group
and knowledge and experience); the broad research envisaged in this project is not possible
within the same time for one institute
- abroad range of companies can be reached
- this is pre-competitive research that is to be done by institutes
- awide range of dissemination is possible.

More information:
Centexbel

Dr. Myriam Vanneste

+32 924382 31



In the EraSME project “UNACON" a dirt-repellent effect on concrete pavers is to be achieved by
embedding hydrophobic agents into the concrete. This is done by using multifunctional nano-additions to
arrive at innovative high-performance concrete stones, realising durability by integrating the effect into the
matrix of the binding material.

To account for the complexity of the task, the knowledge of concrete stone experts from six European
countries is combined in the consortium. The nine industrial partners provide expertise in the established
processing techniques. The fact that the partners are spread across the European continent ensures that
distinctive influences of climate conditions and specific raw material availability can be taken into account.

The scientific contributions are made by three research institutions from Germany and Austria. The
Institute for New Materials (INM) is decisively involved in developing and modifying raw materials for the
special areas of application. The Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing (BAM) and the
Leopold-Franzens University of Innsbruck operate particularly in the field of concrete technology
adaptation, its implementation in industrial processes, and durability evaluation. Both institutions
complement and support each other in the scientific research and in expertise. The project is co-ordinated
by the Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing

The project outcome is expected to be innovative, ready-for-market, highly durable products and
guidelines for application with different processing techniques and raw materials.

The overall budget for the project with a duration from November 1, 2007 to October 30, 2010 is
€ 1.048.025 of which € 481.025 € is funded by national agencies on behalf of their national programmes
from Germany and Austria.

More information:
SF-Kooperation GmbH
Mr. Stephan Steffen

Contact information

E-mail:
Website:
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CORNET and EraSME are supported by the European Commission through the 7th Framework Programme in the endeavours to create the European Research
Area.



